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In referring to the fact that citizenship rights only apply to those considered to be members of a political
community, some scholars have argued that citizenship is “hard on the outside, soft in the inside”. The
presentation will argue that the present historical moment is one of hardening of both the inside, and outside
of citizenship. As neoliberalism, austerity and securitization of the state help shrink rights and liberties typically
associated with post WWII notions of citizenship, there are simultaneously moves in policy and discourse to
scarcify citizenship through restrictive immigration/refugee policies, expansion of categories and numbers of
non-citizen residents, and more restrictive citizenship laws and regulations. The irony of the current moment is
that discourses and practices exalting citizenship often go hand in hand with efforts, in Canada, as in many
other self-defined liberal democracies, to shrink and thin citizenship. The presentation will explore the
contradictory state of citizenship when the discourse and policies that treat citizenship as a privilege gain
strength precisely as privileges of citizenship become more precarious. In addition to highlighting this
contradiction, it will focus on its implications for the politics of citizenship.

UGG 315
Council Chamhers

APRIL
2014

1145
AM

organized by
Western

Centre for Research on
Migration and Ethnic Relations

% RYERSON CENTRE
for Immigration and Settlement

For more information, please contact mobility.immobility @gmail.com

POPULATION CHANGE AND LIFECOURSE
Strategic Knowledge Cluster y'

Un Réseau stratégique de connaissances

CHANGEMENTS DE POPULATION ET PARCOURS DE VIE

THE
BOOK

PostdoctoralStudies STORE

vvvvvvvvv

.

>

< Western
& SocialScience

Western® FIMS

Faculty of Information & Media Studies



