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Beyond the victim-villain dichotomy: Political
strategies of Congolese young people in Uganda.

This presentation provides insight into the politicized nature of daily life in refugee contexts in Uganda
and the ways in which young Congolese migrants attempt to influence decisions that affect their lives
and livelihoods. Based on ethnographic fieldwork conducted over an 18-month period in Kampala and
Kyaka II refugee settlement, Uganda, the presentation explores the political experiences of Congolese
young people as they engage in dynamic decision-making processes at family, community and policy
levels. Young people in the study not only seek to make sense of the politicized contexts in which they
live; they also attempt to influence decision-making processes through formal mechanisms and
informal, ‘non-political’ channels, such as education and music. Revealing the complex trajectories of
young refugees as political actors shaping current and future politics, these experiences counteract
prevailing discourses regarding refugee young people as either apolitical passive victims, or
politically radicalized individuals engaging in sensationalized activities such as child soldiering.
Indeed, the presentation problematizes these stereotypes by exploring refugee young people’s nuanced

understandings of complex power relations and deliberately situating them within broader networks,
contexts and relationships.
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