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Discretion and Immigrant Selection in Overseas Visa
Offices: Preliminary Findings

This talk is based on the results of my SSHRC funded study of discretion in decision making
by overseas visa officers. Based on over 80 interviews and 240 hours of observations in
eleven Canadian overseas visa offices around the world, this talk will be a discussion of my
first thoughts about the process of overseas immigrant and visitor selection. Conceptually, |
am interested in how discretion is understood, and applied, by overseas visa officers when
they make decisions to accept or reject applications for visiting, temporary work or
permanent residency in Canada.
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